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Last week the story went back to Aladdin and everyone else. For this week’s 
Magi as well, please treat me well! 


A long time ago, various characters became jumbled together through 
circumstances. Please attentively watch all the self-assertions with Aladdin. 
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Vol. 42 - 2010/05/19 


The image is of the rough sketches | did of Judar from around the time his 
design was finalized. Character design is about making a distinctive silhouette, 
and - in the case of weekly publications - simplifying the design while also 
bringing out that character’s features, which is quite difficult. Underneath Judar’s 
sketches are new characters that will soon make their appearance in the manga. 
Look forward to it! 


This week’s Magi had the magi showdown: Aladdin VS. Judar! In anticipation for 
this, I've ended up drawing the battle to be flashy, so no matter how many weeks 
it goes on, please enjoy it with me! Magi are strong... or... so | thought. Look 
forward to information about Aladdin’s secrets and his strengths steadily being 
revealed. And also to Alibaba’s activities as the shadows relentlessly inflating the 
situation fade away. 
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My consecutive holidays have come to an end! | was working on Magi’s fourth 
volume. In volume four | added more drawings and there were a lot of 
corrections which took a lot of time, but it seems | somehow finished it. Only the 
front cover, which I’ve drawn over and over again, has yet to be finished and I’m 
still tampering with it. Somehow | just can’t help doing a little bit more... 


This week’s issue of Magi had Judar and Aladdin’s chance meeting. It’s takena 
long time to get here, but I’ve finally been able to have fellow magi meet each 
other. From here on, | think | want to steadily bring the Balbadd Arc to its climax, 
so look forward to it! 


Although Aladdin and Judar are fellow magi which means that their hairstyles, 
attire, silhouettes and so on are similar, their individual colouring gives them an 
opposite feeling to one another. Which reminds me, since Aladdin, Judar and 
even Morgiana are barefoot | frequently receive letters asking “Do you like to 
draw bare feet?” and, yes, | like drawing them. Drawing hands and feet are 
difficult, but | enjoy it. 
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In last week’s chapter, Judar reappeared. And this week he leaves. “Judar” also 
appeared in the original Arabian Nights. He is an interesting character who is 
fairly similar to “Aladdin” (or rather, practically identical), which was shown in an 
episode. In Magi, from now on he'll be influenced more and more by Aladdin’s 
group and the story, so look forward to it! 


<a By the way, going back to the topic in last week’s backstage, Judar has the & 
easiest face to draw. When I’m just running the pen over the paper and saying 
something like “for the moment I'll draw something”, his face shows up. 


- Ah. Speaking of pens, my 10 year+ favourite Maru pen’s penholder recently 
finally broke. I’m so sad! Tearfully, I’m using a brand new one. I’ve set aside the 
broken pen holder for memory’s sake... 
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This week’s Magi is a story of Alibaba’s perseverance. Even though everyone is > 
gathering around him and putting a lot of pressure on him, | want Alibaba to not 

give up. Oh right! This week a character that hasn’t been around for awhile 

appears! | have a hunch that the pressure on Alibaba will only increase more 

and more, so look forward to his do-or-die situation. 


By the way, before | got used to drawing him, Alibaba was an extremely difficult 
character to draw. Because I’m really bad at drawing droopy eyes, I’d lose focus 
and draw a droopy-eyed character with slanted eyes. That also happened a few 
times with Alibaba, but naturally he’s a droopy-eyed character. On the contrary, 
slanted-eyed characters like Sinbad, Morgiana, and Masrur are easy to draw. 


- Original 
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Vol.38 - 2010/04/14 


In this week’s Magi it was Alibaba VS. Sinbad! A showdown between fellow 
Dungeon Capturers. | wonder if Alibaba will win? 


Last week Sinbad’s group went berserk. As a manga author, it feels really good 
to draw main characters rampaging. However, for the assistants who have to 
draw those main characters brushing aside the countless small mob characters 
crisply, it seems like it feels more like hand-copying sutras. (Hand-copying sutras 
takes a very long time.) Thank you Assistants. 


Now then, lately I’ve started to work on volume 4 of Magi. From the 3rd volume | 
received several recruitment questions. Thank you. If there is enough empty 
space in volume 4 | thought about wanting to draw something there, so please 
look forward to it! 
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At the end of Shounen Sunday in the author comments, | often end up receiving 
comments from Gekkou Jourei’s Fujita-sensei and my heart beats a lot. Fujita- 
sensei, thank you for your concern, but please don’t mind Magi and have 
Aladdin* participate more....! 


It ends up taking a long time from when you write something until it is published 
in the author comments so I've written it here.... 


In this week’s issue, various characters have been jumbled all together for a 
huge free-for-all fight. Enjoy! 


By the way, lately | wondered if | should use other works for reference and 
bought the PSP game “Gladiator”. It’s interesting. 


The world of Magi is a fictitious world, but | made the period for the setting and 
culture based on Arabian Night’s approximate Middle East with the impression 
that gladiators were present in the Western countries at the same time. 


*This is Fujita’s character Aladdin. 
- Original 
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Vol.36 - 2010/03/31 


The picture is part of some materials that | passed over to the assistants several 
times while working on drawing the manuscripts. 


| have the assistants draw all of the backgrounds, most of the small details and 
some of the clothing for Magi’s manuscripts. 


In the case of my drawings, the assistants fill in the fine details in reference to 
my general, rough sketches. 


Now then, in this issue the reflections came to an end. The trio had a leisurely 
; reminiscence, but the conversation will take a change and rapidly come alive. 
Please don’t miss it! 


Also, also, everyone who’s given me words of encouragement at Web Sunday 
and through letters, let me thank you once again! | received the impressions 
from when the 36.5th Night was published the other day, which was greatly 
encouraging. I'll keep persevering, so please continue to look after me! 
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Vol.35 - 2010/03/24 


This weeks’ magi had the second part of Alibaba’s reflection on his past. This 
week’s picture is of Cassim. At first Cassim was a character with a much easier 
to understand situation, but as | drew him, he became a person who considered 
complex things. In the original Arabian Nights he is Alibaba’s actual older 
brother, but in Magi they aren’t related by blood. Alibaba’s reflection comes to an 
end this week so please look forward to it! 


Now, Magi’s volume 3 went on the shelves last week on the 18th*! Won't you try 
to find it at the bookstore? That gorgeous design on the obi was actually drawn > 
specifically for this. My assistant drew it and | coloured it. Assistant, thank you! 


By the way, when | drew the opening, title and spine color illustrations for this 
magazine, when it was published the spine’s color washed out so much it had to 
be projected onto the book. The face of Aladdin surrounded by the Rukh was 
dimly projected onto the spine, but it looked more like a certain Kouga grandma. 


- Original 
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In this week’s edition, Magi’s serialization resumed! This time we started off with 
Alibaba’s reflection on his past. It was difficult to visibly draw the head-to-body 
ratio of the 6-year-old Alibaba. Ever since the success of volume 2 I’ve been 
pulling the story together and | can finally reveal it! Enjoy! 


Tomorrow (March 18 2010), when Magi’s Volume 3 goes on sale, is fast 

approaching! It’s already volume 3. It’s the compilation of Aladdin’s Kouga Arc 

and the first half of the Morgiana Arc. Either way, as it’s the turning point in the 

characters’ growths, please read it. . 


The third protagonist, Morgiana, appears on the front cover. It isn’t actually the 
scenery of the Dark Continent, but rather the image of her longing for her 
hometown. As such, the vague yearning for her family and benefactor are mixed 
in. | wonder when the day the protagonists will actually head on an adventure to 
the Dark Continent will be? | want to hurry up and draw it! 
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